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The Graduate
“The Graduate” is one of the greatest American films produced in the sixties grossing 104.9 million dollars (Box Office, 2019). Calder Willingham and Buck Henry wrote the film whereas Mike Nicholas was the director. It was based on the Charles Webb's 1963 novel "The Graduate". The entire film revolves around the life of a fresh graduate Benjamin Braddock and his post-college experience. He comes home to join his family in the after-graduation party organized by the parents. However, he is uncomfortable in the presence of his parents and neighbors who have joined them. He visibly tries to avoid eye contacts with them as they pass their congratulatory messages. Mrs. Robinsons then coerce him to drive her home since she is drunk. She later seduces him and they start having a casual relationship. At the same time, Benjamin seduces Elaine and fall in love with her despite the parent's protest. The film uses Benjamin, Elaine and Mrs. Robinson to explore the themes of intimacy, isolation, and marriage.
The theme of intimacy and isolation is evident in various scenes in the film. Intimacy refers to a strong relationship between two individuals. Also, it refers to the act of lovemaking between people who are not necessarily in a formal relationship like marriage. On the other hand, isolation is the feeling of loneliness that makes one unhappy. Intimacy and isolation are one of the primary challenges that young adults have to face daily as they go about their activities. For instance, young adults are in the process of searching their soulmates as well as exploring their sexuality making intimacy a vital part of their growth. Similarly, the feeling of isolation is common among young people as they strive to balance their lives in adulthood. The period after college is challenging among young people as it begins a new face of their lives full of responsibilities. "The Graduate" seamlessly depicts these events in their lives using Elaine and Benjamin. 
Intimacy and isolation are portrayed in various scenes in the film from the beginning to the end. The first scene where intimacy comes up is at Mrs. Robinsons' house when she seduces Benjamin to have sex with her (Andrea, 2017). She confesses that her marriage was not out of love but because of her pregnancy. In other words, she is married to a person she does not love and seeks to exploit her inner feeling with Benjamin. Additionally, intimacy is evident between Elaine and Benjamin as they fall in love with each other despite the protest from the former’s parents. However, it is evident that these characters pursuit of intimacy is driven by their isolation. For example, Benjamin falls into Mrs. Robinsons’ trap due to loneliness at the party thus decides to drive her home. Similarly, the isolation drives him to date Elaine as he is not comfortable with Mrs. Robinsons.
Besides, marriage is one of the themes that Willingham and Henry explore elaborately throughout the movie. They look at various scenarios that exist in marriage institutions by depicting various scenarios. The two authors use this theme to educate the young adults who inspire to start families together that it is not always a smooth ride (James, 2016). There are always challenges and getting one's love as a partner is never guaranteed.
The beauty and ugly of marriage are portrayed in several scenes in the movies. For instance, Mrs. Robinsons' marriage was never about love but an accident after she got pregnant. Her marriage is rocky as she seeks alternative ways of exploiting her sexuality by seducing other men. On the other hand, Benjamin's parents seem to have a healthy union as they are evident disagreements between them in the entire film.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, "The Graduate" has themes that are critical to young adults as they move from childhood into adulthood. Marriage, intimacy, and isolation are primary factors in young people's lives that are distinctly covered in the movie. The authors of this film use Elaine, Benjamin and Mrs. Robinson to elaborate the three themes. Marriage as a theme is portrayed in the relationship between Mrs. Robinsons and her husband as well as Benjamin’s parents. The two families exposes the positive and negative sides of marriage. Benjamin’s relationship with Mrs. Robinsons and Elaine are elaborates the themes of intimacy and its connection with isolation. For instance, Benjamin dates Elaine since he feel isolated when dealing with Mrs. Robinson. These scenes in the film are just among the many that depicts the three themes. 
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